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Care for juvenile
delinquents

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bangalore: What happens to chil-
dren with a criminal background?
Hardly any of them blend with
mainstream society again. On Sun-
day, Empowerment of Children and
Human Rights Organization
(ECHO) organized a meeting of
about 70 children who were in var-
ious police stations of Bangalore
and later released on bail.

Though these kids have been re-
leased and handed over to their par-
ents, they face difficulties in getting
admissions in regular schools.

ECHO executive director, Fr
Antony Sebastian, who moderated
the discussion said, “Most children
are unhappy with the treatment
meted out to them in Bangalore’s
police stations. Some even com-
plained of torture. There have been
instances where even after releas-
ing the child, police would visit his
house several times.”

ECHO concluded that police is
Bangalore need to be careful in the
way they deal with juveniles.

toiblr.reporter@timesgroup.com
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ALMANAC (18.7.2011)

— Daivajna K N Somayaji

WEATHER

Max: 270C 
Min: 20.10C
Rainfall: Trace
Humidity: 65%

Sunrise (Tuesday): 6.02am
Sunset (Monday): 6.50pm
Moonrise (Monday): 9.02pm
Moonset (Monday): 8.27am
Forecast: Generally cloudy sky. One or two
spells of rain or shower would occur. Sur-
face winds from the westerly direction will
be strong and gusty at times.

GOING ON AND ON AND ON 

HATS OFF
TO THE
GREAT
INITIATIVE
YOU HAVE
STARTED

LESSONS FROM
DUBAI METRO

W
e badly need a start
date and it should be
early. Being a daily

commuter from one end of
Bangalore (Vijayanagar) to
another (KR Puram-Marathalli),
thousands of people like me
spend most part of the day on
Bangalore’s roads. I require
more than two hours to reach

office in the morning and
around three hours to reach
home in the evening... Our
Metro is delayed, and we don’t
know who will answer this
question or even whom to ask.

I still don’t understand why
our well-educated politicians
keep fighting over nonsensical
issues and why they don’t raise

this issue at the Centre. Why is
the Congress government not
supporting Bangalore’s Metro
and why is certification getting
delayed? Call it politicians’
negligence or BMRCL
negligence — but why is the
public paying the price? 

I see a lot of places where
work is going on very slowly —

Magadi Road, near Prasanna
theatre, Toll Gate, Mysore
Road, Yeshwanthpur. Why can’t
BMRCL bring more tunnel
boring machines and start
work simultaneously, so work
is completed at least in a year?
Instead of paying for high costs
later, we can pay for the tunnel
boring machines. Until

underground work is complete,
Phase 1 can never be
completed. 

TOI, please take forward
aggressively your campaign
‘Namma Metro — We Need A
Date’. You will help a dream
come true for lakhs of
Bangaloreans.
— Chethan U S | BANGALORE

Having lived in Dubai for several years, I
can’t but recollect the experience of the
Metro project there. In 2005, the Dubai
project was announced — around the
same time as Bangalore’s Metro.
Therefore, with great curiosity and
interest, I followed the progress of both
cities. The Dubai Metro project is an
example of great planning and clockwork
execution. On May 29, 2005, the project
was announced and the following day, the
contract was signed. On March 21, 2006,
the ground-breaking ceremony was
complete, and work began in earnest. The
most impressive part was that traffic
during the project execution period was
brilliantly managed by constructing
alternative good quality roads, diversions,
proper barricades and protection, and
traffic information system, which caused
least inconvenience to the public.

Visiting Bangalore regularly for work,
I kept track of the project, moving at
snail’s pace. The width of our roads
narrowed along the construction route
and due to bad handling and
maintenance, the quality of the roads is
consistently bad. As compared to the
mostly pre-fabricated materials used in
Dubai, the project in Bangalore presents a
chaotic picture familiar to all. The
pertinent observation is that in the Dubai
project, many Indian technicians,
engineers and workers were involved, as
is Bangalore. The significant difference is
the vision and efficiency with which
political administration in Dubai
functions.

The most amazing aspect of Dubai
Metro was, however, the launch date. As
early as 2008, the project authorities
announced the launch date as 9-9-2009.
The announcement triggered a hectic 24-
hour work schedule in three shifts. Dubai
Metro was launched on the specified
date.

The question is: if Dubai Metro could
announce the launch date a year in
advance and stick to it, why cannot it
happen in Silicon City?

The two Metro projects are not just
separated by two years, they are
significant for the quality of planning and
execution. The manner in which our
political leaders announce launch dates,
seemingly without an assessment of
ground reality or a strong commitment to
a public promise, is typical of the way
things work here. The Dubai Metro is all
about how a public project has to be
handled, and Bangalore Metro about how
it shouldn’t be. A new launch date for
Bangalore isn’t the issue. The question is
whether the Metro is planned and
executed well, or will add to our
problems. Going by reports that there are
no parking facilities, we could have new
problems to tackle.
— V Pradeep Kumar | AUTHOR AND SENIOR

MANAGEMENT PROFESSIONAL

Bangalore Metro
is taking its own
sweet time while
citizens grow
impatient. TOI
highlights two
letters from
readers 

Prashanth G N | TNN

B
angalore Metro could
not meet two dead-
lines — December
2010 and April 2011 —

and Reach 1 between Byap-
panahalli and MG Road has
been delayed. The delay oc-
curred because there
was confusion between
the state and Centre on
procedures and the
process of certifying the
rail system. Politicians
from the state could
have put pressure on
central railway officials to
certify the Metro. As the read-
er asks, why should politi-
cians be “fighting over non-
sensical issues” and “make
the public pay the price?”

As the second reader also
points out, appropriate po-
litical handling of the proj-
ect was far more important
than mere announcement of
deadlines. While authorities
in Dubai could ensure dead-
lines were met, why couldn’t
it happen in Bangalore? The
delay reflects the lack of acu-
men among the political
class, lack of knowledge
about the project and lack of
commitment to the public.

Reach 1 is expected to be
commissioned some time in
the next 30 to 50 days. The tar-
get for completing Phase 1 is
2014. Ultimately, if it’s exe-
cuted well and is safe, the de-
lay would be worth it. TOTALLY OFF THE TRACK: Harried Bangaloreans are running out of patience at the rate at which Metro work is

progressing. In fact, some  feel city planners should take a leaf out of the Dubai Metro model 

BMRC has done everything it
had to and is awaiting
certification now. We have
conducted oscillation trials
and are expecting the report

from Research Design and Standards
Organisation (RDSO). Once we get

that, we will give it to the railway
board for certification. 
—N Sivasailam | MD, BMRCL

The delay might be because of
certain turf issues between
Bangalore Metro and Railway

authorities. The multiplicity of
agencies involved in the whole
process is part of the reason for the
delay. Any delay that makes it safe is
worthwhile — if the delay is not over
safety inspection, the issues need to
be resolved quickly. The good sign is

that Metro feeder buses have been
introduced and the government is
integrating bus service with the
Metro as a mobility solution, rather
than just engineering work.
—V Ravichander |
CHAIRMAN, FEEDBACK CONSULTINGE

xp
e

rt
sp

e
a

k

BBMP bungles
on volunteer
forum as well

Sunitha Rao R | TNN

Bangalore: It’s rather ironical.
Six years ago, the BBMP should
have formed the City Volun-
teers’ Technical Corps (CVTC),
a group of citizens who work
as watchdogs of JNNURM
works implementation. It’s fi-
nally falling into place, but
wouldn’t be of much use as proj-
ects are nearing completion.

BBMP admits to the delay.
“CVTC should ideally have
been formed then. This forum
will hardly be valid as JN-
NURM projects are at the fag
end and BBMP has only nine
more months till March 2012 to
carry them out,” says S M
Ramaprasad, chief financial of-
ficer, JNNURM projects, BBMP.

“We’re setting up the forum
because it is a mandate to be
fulfilled under JNNURM norms
and the Centre is questioning
us about it. In the time left, the
CVTC members can only make
allegations against the works,”
he added.

POOR RESPONSE
BBMP issued the first notifica-
tion on this in May 2011 and re-
ceived only 18 applications. Fol-
lowing the poor response,
BBMP extended the deadline
for a month and on June 17, fi-
nally 47 persons applied. Of
these, 45 would be selected and
nine groups of five persons
each would be made. The forum
is yet to be approved by the city
council which will take about
20 days.

Among the applicants are
RTI activists, retired engineers,
advocates and members of Res-
ident Welfare Associations.

NO HONORARIUM
“Their service will be on a

voluntary basis. They would

spend a couple of hours in a day
for this. An honorarium of Rs
10,000 is paid to resource per-
sons who train volunteers,” said
Ramaprasad.

The forum was formed to en-
sure accountability, trans-
parency and quality of work in
projects. BBMP had taken up
construction of underpasses,
remodelling of storm water
drains under JNNURM grants.

WHAT DO THEY DO?

T
hey can also help
mobilize community

participation fund projects
relating to specific areas.
They also ensure
connectivity between the
Comprehensive
Development Plan and
Detailed Project Report and
conformity with respect to
approved and sanctioned
budgets.

STRAIGHT TALK
Ideally, BBMP should
have held a public
meeting to spread
awareness about this

committee. In Tirupati, the
city corporation chose
experts and asked them to
join as volunteers along
with giving a public
notification. Here, no
efforts were made to
create public awareness.
Besides, hardly nine
months are left now. How
much can we monitor? It’s
nothing but a failure of the
system to ensure
accountability.

— B H Veeresh | RTI ACTIVIST

WHO FILED AN APPLICATION TO

JOIN CVTC

ponnappa48@dataone.in

TOI

THANKS TO SPIRALLING FUEL PRICES, MANY CITY
SCHOOLS  HAVE INCREASED BUS FARES | 5

Bangalore’s roads are choking, bottlenecks bottlenecks are increasing and road space is fast depleting. In such a situation, the Namma Metro is the only ray
of hope. But more than 100 days have passed since the BMRCL missed its promised April 4th deadline. In spite of the growing traffic menace,
the BMRCL remains non-committal about the metro’s launch date.

The Times of India invites you to take part in Namma Metro — — We need a date. Let’s persuade the authorities to get the metro back on track. Let’s
demand the government to push for progress instead of pushing pushing deadlines. Barigalore needs the metro and we need it now.

Join this cause by mailing your feedback to nammametro @timesgroup .com or SMS TOIBLR <Space> your feedback to 58888

or you can also post it on ‘Namma Metro - We need a date ’ Facebook page.
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